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17 March 1991 


ATT: Monica Woodley 


Dear Ms Ziemba, 


My sincerest congratulations on your election and 
subsequent appointment to cabinet. I hope you will have time 
to address some of the discriminatory attitudes faced by 
disabled persons and other identifiable groups. For persons 
with environmental sensitivities, who may be intermittently 
disabled by polluters, attitudinal pollution is a greater 
problem than pollution itself. 


I appreciate the time taken by your assistant, Monica 
Woodley, in discussing some of our concerns. Enclosed are a 
few documents that may improve your understanding of 
sensitivities. The minutes from the federal Standing 
Committee on Human Rights and the Disabled, in particular, 
lay out some human rights abuses experienced by persons with 
environmental sensitivities. 


Please find enclosed: 


1) An OpEd article published by the Ottawa Citizen which 
outlines some of the myths surrounding this group, 


2) A statement by the Chief Commissioner of the Canadian 
Human Rights Commission indicating some of the 
humiliation persons have endured or succumbed to, as 
well as a desire to see public understanding improved, 


3) A statement by the federal Health Minister indicating 
his department's commitment to the idea that 
sensitivities should be checked for before a psychiatric 
workup is undertaken, 
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4) An indication from the Ontario Medical Association of 
their interest in attitudinal pollution in the medical 
profession, 


5) One of several articles, this one published by the BC 
School Trustees, stating that Children labelled as 
having psychological problems often suffer severe 
environmental sensitivities that go untreated, 


6) Minutes from the federal Standing Committee on Human 
Rights and the Disabled which outlines some of the 
federal and provincial government abuses of this group. 


Although most of the material provided was prepared 
outside the Allergy and Environmental health Association, I 
send it to you as president of the Ottawa Branch. After 
you've had a chance to read it, particularly the Human Rights 
minutes, perhaps you would have time to discuss how you and 
your ministries (offices) might be able to help the group, 
even by including us in existing programs. 


I understand your employees in the office for disabled 
persons are experiencing health problems as a result of their 
building. I hope you will not wait until they develop this 
disability before acting to remove them from an environment 
which apparently will cause some of them to develop long term 
disabilities. 


Sincerely, 


Chris Brown 
President - Ottawa Branch 
(613) 837-7173 


